CHAPTER 22
MARI NE CORPS Bl RTHDAY CEREMONY
22-1. PROCEDURE AND GUI DE

a. The follow ng procedure is prescribed as a guide for the conduct
of the Marine Corps Birthday Cerenmpny. It is outlined on the basis of a
Marine Corps post comranded by a general officer. At posts where no
general officer is present, and in enlisted nen’s nesses, nodifications
may be nmade as necessary to neet local conditions. Rehearsals nust be
conducted to ensure that the cerenony proceeds snmoothly and precisely

b. At a tine selected for the commencenent of the cerenmony, a field
musi ¢ sounds attention and the officer in charge requests guests to clear
the center of the dance floor. The adjutant takes post at the front of
the cleared area. Drummers and trunpeters and other participants in the
ceremony format the main entrance to the ballroom Escort draws swords
The adjutant’s sword remains in scabbard throughout the cerenony

c. On signal fromthe officer in charge, the doors to the ballroom
are thrown open; the adjutant commands SOUND ADJUTANT' S CALL; the field
musi ¢ sounds ADJUTANT' S CALL; drummers take up the beat at the last note
and, after a brief interval, drumrers and trunpeters march onto the dance
floor playing the "Foreign Legion March." Drummrers and trunpeters march
down a cleared lane to the far end of the dance floor, counternarch just
in front of the adjutant, and followed by him march back to the main
entrance, counternarch again, and halt. Drunmers and trunpeters then
execute right and left step a sufficient distance to clear the entrance
doorway. The adjutant noves behind the cake escort. The march is ceased
upon the command of the drum maj or

d. The band or orchestra conmences playing "Senper Fidelis." Two
col onel s of escort enter the ballroomtogether, march down the dance
floor, and when an appropriate distance fromthe far end of the ballroom
turn right and left in marching and take station on each side of the
cleared |l ane facing inboard. They are then followed by two |ieutenant
colonels, two majors, two captains, two first lieutenants, and two second
lieutenants, each pair taking station at double arns interval, the two
lines thus formng two long sides of a hollow rectangle. Genera
officers, if present, or other ranking personnel, enter the ballroomin
pairs by the main entrance, match down the |line of escorts to the end of
the ballroom halt, face about, and forma third side of the rectangle,
| eaving two spaces vacant in the center of the lines. Wen all are in
position, the band or orchestra ceases playing

e. The field nmusic sounds "Attention." The commandi ng general and
guest of honor, if one has been invited to participate, enter the ballroom
toget her, march hal fway down the line of escorts, and halt. The senior
col onel of the escort commands PRESENT, ARMS. Oficers of the escort
salute. The appropriate nmusical honors will be rendered. The senior
col onel of the escort conmmands ORDER, ARMS and the escort conmes to the
order. The commandi ng general and guest of honor nove to the end of the
line of escort (wthout nusic), halt, and face about, taking position in
the center of the line of general officers

f. The field nusic sounds "Attention." The color guard enters the

bal | room narches hal fway down the line of escorts and halts, renaining at
ri ght shoulder arnms. The senior colonel of the
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escort commands PRESENT ARMS. The escort and col or guard salute, and the
band or orchestras the "National Anthem" The senior colonel of the
escort then commands ORDER, ARMS. The escort cones to the order and the
color guard returns to right shoulder arms. The col or guard then marches
forward to the end of the line of escorts, countermarches, and narches
back down the line of escorts to a position in front of the drumers and
trunpeters, then executes a second countermarch and halts. The col or
guard then executes left and right step, halting in front of the drumers
and trunpeters.

g. The field nmusic sounds "Attention." The band or orchestra plays
"The Marines’ Hymm" and the cake escorts (four second |ieutenants) enter
the ballroom Between them they push a serving cart on which are placed
the birthday cake and a Marine sword. The adjutant follows the cake. The
cake escorts slowmy roll the cake down the line of escorts to a position
in front of the commandi ng general. The cake escorts then sidestep 1
pace) halt, and face inboard toward the cake. The band or orchestra
ceases playing. The adjutant faces about and reads the traditional
birthday nmessage. He then retires by marching the I ength of the ballroom

h. The commandi ng general steps forward, gives a short talk on the
significance of the Marine Corps birthday, and introduces the guest of
honor, if one is present. The guest of honor then nakes a few renarks
When the addresses are conpleted, the senior cake escort steps forward,
takes the sword fromthe cake cart, and passes it over his left forearm
grip forward, to the commandi ng general. The band or orchestra plays
"Aul d Lang Syne" while the first slice of cake is being cut. The
commandi ng general places the first slice of cake on a plate handed to him
by one of the cake escorts, and passes the plate to the guest of honor
After tasting the cake, the guest of honor returns the plate to one of the
escorts who places it on the serving cart. The commandi ng general then
cuts and presents pieces of cake to the ol dest Marine present and the
youngest Marine present, in that order

i. Upon conpletion of this part of the cerenpny) the color guard,
upon order of the color sergeant, closes by executing right and left step
and conmes to right shoulder arms. The col or sergeant commands FORWARD,
MARCH and the band or orchestra conmences playing "Senper Fidelis." The
color guard then marches forward to the end of the line of escorts,
count ermarches, and marches between the line of escorts and out the
entrance way. Wen the colors have cleared the dance floor, the
conmandi ng general with the guest of honor march forward between the |ine
of escorts and out the entrance way. Wen they have cleared the entrance
they are followed in a simlar manner by the remmi nder of the general
of ficers, marching out in pairs

j. As the last general officer clears the ballroom the cake escort
steps forward, faces right and left, and rolls the cake serving cart
forward to the line where the general officers were standing. The cake
escort then faces about toward the entrance and renmins in position unti
the conclusion of the cerenony, when all nenbers of the cake escort assi st
in passing the cake to the distinguished guests present.

k. Upon conpletion of the cake escort’s novenents, the two col onels
come to carry swords, march forward to center line of the ballroom face
toward the entrance door, and march off the dance floor together through
the entrance way. They are followed successively by the remainder of the
escorts, the band or orchestra continuing to play until the last officers
of the escort have cleared the dance floor. The band or orchestra ceases
playing. The drumers and trunpeters close by side-stepping to the right
and left, take up the beat, march the I ength of the dance floor,
countermarch, and march back down the floor and out of the entrance way
As the last trunpeter clears the entrance way, the doors are closed, thus
concl udi ng the cerenony.
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22-2. VAR ATI ON

It is recognized that considerable variation nmust be nmade in
this cerenpny to conformwith the configuration of the dance floor or in
the absence of a band or field nusic. Exanples are:

a. \Wen the cerenpny is conducted at posts where there is no general
of ficer commandi ng, the senior line officer will follow the procedure
outlined above for the commandi ng general. At such posts, the escorts
will be formed from appropriate ranks present.

b. When the cerenony is conducted at nonconmi ssioned officer’s or
other enlisted messes, appropriate ranking noncomm ssioned officers wll
preside and formthe escort.

c. \here the ballroomis of sufficient size, two officers or
enlisted personnel of each rank will be' assigned to the escort.

d. \here practicable, the following uniformwll be worn:
(1) Oficer, evening dress or blue dress.
(2) Enlisted, blue dress.

e. The birthday cake will be nounted on a ness serving cart or
simlar conveyance covered with scarlet and gold bunting.

f. Were swords are not available, escort will execute hand sal ute
at appropriate comands.

g. Guests nmy be cleared fromthe center of the ballroom by
stretching white lines, supported by second |ieutenants or nonconm ssioned
of ficers, nmoving fromcenter |line of dance floor toward either side to
provi de required space for the cerenony.

22-3



